
Sunday, November 29, 2020 
 
    Prelude              Still, Still, Still (arr. Phillip Keveren)                         Jessica Bollinger 

 
    Welcome & Announcements                                                       Rev. Rachel Carosiello  

  
    Lighting the First Advent Candle of Hope with I Believe Melody                            Landon Bollinger 
      Reader: The place without light. 
      All:         The place without light. 
      Reader: The depth of night. 
      All:         The depth of night. 
      Reader: The pit of unknowing. 
      All:         The pit of unknowing. 
      Reader: Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of untiring Hope. Even  
                     in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle—even when our view is obscured by  
                     clouds of doubt, ignite the flame of hope within us, 
      All:         that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. 
      All:         [Hum or Sing Softly:] I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun, even when…even when…       
                     it’s not shining. 

 
    Hymn                          Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                      UMH #196 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

    Old Testament Lesson                Isaiah 40:1-11                                Lorraine Jones 
    Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she   
    has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all  
    her sins. 3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a  
    highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the  
    uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be  
    revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry   
    out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
    7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are  
    grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Get you up to a     
    high mountain, Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength O Jerusalem, herald of good 

 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will feed his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep. 

 
Illuminating the Darkness                     This Little Light of Mine                              Rev. Rachel Carosiello 
 
Offertory             Once in David’s Royal City & 10,000 Reasons (arr. Phillip Keveren)  Jessica Bollinger 
 
Gospel Lesson                                             Mark 1:1-15                                                      Lorraine Jones 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, 
I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4 John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out 
into the wilderness. 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
Message                           Hope for Tomorrow                                Rev. Rachel Carosiello  

 
Litany of Belief & Pastoral Prayer                                                                    Rev. Rachel Carosiello 

Leader: I believe we that we have looked the other way too many times AND  
All:        I believe that we are capable of facing reality and working for change. 
Leader: I believe that our fear of difference has robbed us of compassion AND 
All:        I believe that we can look deeper and hold onto the things that we have in common. 
Leader: I believe that our fear of doubt makes us stop asking tough questions AND 
All:        I believe that asking tough questions is faithful. 
Leader: We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
All:        We believe, that when we are discouraged, Christ will offer us hope. 
Leader: Let us pray… 

  
Hymn                    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       UMH #211 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 

to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. Refrain 
 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;  

before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call. Refrain 


