
 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

 
Prelude                       A Christmas Celebration                                 Jessica Bollinger 

(arr. by Phillip Keveren) 
                  
Welcome & Announcements                                                  Rev. Rachel Carosiello  
 
Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle of Peace with I Believe Melody        Landon Bollinger 

Reader: We see the star rising 
All:         We see the star rising 
Reader: We hear the glad tidings 
All:         We hear the glad tidings 
Reader: We know we are not alone 
All:         We know we are not alone 
Reader: Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of peace on earth. 
          Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle—even when we aren’t sure   
               that goodwill among us can be found, ignite the flame of peace within us, 
All:         that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. 

          All:         [Hum or Sing Softly:] I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun, even when… 
                   even when…it’s not shining. 
 
Hymn                           O Little Town of Bethlehem             UMH #230, verses 1,2,3 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light  
 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,  

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.  
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,  

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;  
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,  
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

    
       Story Behind the Hymn             Jessica Bollinger 
 
      

 
Hymn            Angels From the Realms of Glory             UMH #220, verses 1,2 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;  
ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 
Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 
Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light: Refrain 

 
First Lesson           Genesis 12:1-12               Randy Turner 
 
Hymn                               It Came Upon a Midnight Clear          UMH #218, verses 1,2,4 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold, 
when with the ever circling years comes round the age of gold 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
 
 
Second Lesson            Isaiah 9:2, 6-7          Jessica Bollinger 
 
Hymn                             The First Noel                           UMH #245, verses 1,2,5 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep 

 
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 
They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain. 
 

Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 

and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. Refrain. 

 
Third Lesson        Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9        Landon Bollinger 
 



 
Hymn   Let There Be Peace on Earth    UMH #431 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our creator, children all are we.  
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.  
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow:  

to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
Litany of Belief & Pastoral Prayer                                                             Rev. Rachel Carosiello 

Leader: I believe that humans seem to have a penchant for conflict AND  
All:        I believe that we are capable of learning non-violent ways to negotiate    
               difference. 
Leader: I believe that we have perpetrated deep suffering upon each other AND 
All:        I believe that we can face up to the facts of privilege and work for equity. 
Leader: I believe that our fear has told us that we must “win” in order to survive AND 
All:        I  believe that “winning” at the cost of others can be called out and changed. 
Leader: We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
All:        We believe, that when we are discouraged, with Christ we can work toward   
              true peace! 
Leader: Let us pray… 

 
Offertory           Greensleeves/Carol of the Bells          Jessica Bollinger 

                    (arr. by Jim Brickman) 
 

  Fourth Lesson           John 1:1-24                                Rev. Rachel Carosiello 
 

Hymn                                           O Holy Night 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining; it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices; for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

 
Chorus: Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices;  

O night divine, O night when Christ was born. O night, O holy night, O night divine. 
 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.  
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, here came the wise men from Orient land.  

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger; in all our trials born to be our Friend. 
 

Chorus: He knows our need, to  weakness is no stranger.  
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend. Behold your King, before Him lowly bend. 

 
Truly He taught us to love one another. His law is love and His gospel is peace.  

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother, and in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; let all within us praise His holy name. 

 
Chorus: Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever.  

His power and glory, evermore proclaim; His power and glory, evermore proclaim. 
 

 
Fifth Lesson           Matthew 2:1-12              Lorraine Jones 

  
Hymn            We Three Kings             UMH #254, verses 1,2,5 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever ceasing never, over us all to reign. Refrain. 

 
Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, peals through the earth and skies. Refrain. 

 
Hymn                                 Angels We Have Heard on High            UMH #238, all verses 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

 
Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Refrain. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain. 

 
See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. Refrain. 
 

Benediction                                    Rev. Rachel Carosiello       
 
Postlude                                              Jessica Bollinger 
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Make sure you plan to join us this Thursday, December 24, 2020, at 5:00PM  
for our Christmas Eve Service of Worship. 

 


