
 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Christmas Eve 
 

Prelude          It Came Upon a Midnight Clear/Silent Night                 Jessica Bollinger 
                 (arr. Phillip Keveren)                              

                  
Welcome & Announcements                                                       Rev. Rachel Carosiello  
 
Lighting the Christ Candle with I Believe Melody                                              Landon Bollinger 

Reader: Even when the sun is hidden from sight 
All:         Even when the sun is hidden from sight 
Reader: Even when love feels so remote 
All:         Even when love feels so remote 
Reader: Even when God is silent 
All:         Even when God is silent 
Reader: Even then… 
All:         Even then… 
Reader: We believe  
All:         We believe 
Reader: We believe in the presence of Emmanuel—God with us. This is the night we celebrate 
         that the Holy came in human form to be light in our lives…to speak to us, touch us, 
         comfort us, and call us. 
Reader: Holy One, we thank you for the glimpse of heaven on earth in the faces and the light            
               of those around us. Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle—even when our  
         view is obscured by clouds of doubt. You have ignited the flame of hope, love, joy, and 
         peace within us. 

      All:         Let us glow with its brilliance from the inside out. Amen.    
      All:         [Hum or Sing Softly:] I believe in the light, I believe in the light, that has come, that       
                     has come, and is coming. 

 
Hymn                Joy to the World                 UMH #246, all verses 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

 The glory of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Gospel Lesson            Luke 2:1-20                 Kevin Mitchell 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Offertory                                   O Holy Night                              Jessica Bollinger 

(arr. Phillip Keveren) 
 

Tonight’s offering will benefit Methodist College Ministries 
and Methodist Retirement/Assisted Living Facilities in South Carolina.  

[Please give in the offering plates as you exit tonight or  
via the online giving platform on our website, selecting the fund “Apportionments.”]  

 
Gospel Lesson            John 1:1-18                 Kevin Mitchell 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God.14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who 
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 



 
 
      Hymn        Away in a Manger    UMH #217, all verses 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
Homily                                                                          Rev. Rachel Carosiello  
 
Celebration of Holy Communion                                                                  Rev. Rachel Carosiello 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:        And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
All:        We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to raise our voices with   

you, tuning ourselves to you, creator of heaven and earth. You filled the night of 
creation with music and light, setting in motion the rhythms of sunrise and sunset, of 
sound and silence. You formed within us your love song and breathed into us the 
breath of life. Sometimes our voices are choked off and we cannot find your melody. 
But you keep the bass line humming, waiting for us to rejoin the chorus. You show up 
in the worst of times offering us the way to freedom in you. Your voice breaks 
through in prophets whose songs wake us up to the kingdom you desire. And so, with 
your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

All:        Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your  
              glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
              Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Leader: Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Breaking forth into light from the  
              blessed darkness of a womb, he brought light that illumined a path so we could see   

 our way to more beloved community. Your Spirit anointed him to raise his voice…to  
 preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of  
 sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the     
 time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry,  
 and ate with sinners and invited us to do this too. Born into a world of suffering, he  
 suffered. Born into a world of senseless death, he died. Born into a world that needed  
 hope, he rose, delivering us and proclaiming light and life the triumphal coda of life’s  
 song. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power  
 of your Word and Holy Spirit.  

 
Holy Luminary, lighting our way. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 

          he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  
             Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
             When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his  
             disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
             poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you  

               
   drink it, in remembrance of me.” And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus    

              Christ, we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering  
              for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 
All:        Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

 
Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and fruit of   

                 the vine. Make them be for us your love and light so that our hearts may be broken 
                 open for the world and our lives poured out in service. By your Spirit make us one                
                 with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. Mix our voices 

          in harmony with each other until we sit at the same table and sing in the same choir   
          in your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Through your Son Jesus Christ with the   
          Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours almighty God, now and   
          forever. Amen. 

        
Hymn            Silent Night                                           UMH #239, all verses 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace; 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Benediction                        Rev. Rachel Carosiello 
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Join us for worship on Sundays in-person or on Facebook Live @ 11:00AM 


