
 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

 
Prelude                             Bethlehem Song       Rachel Carosiello & Bill Faubion 
                  
Welcome & Announcements                                              Rev. Rachel Carosiello  
 
Lighting the Christ Candle with I Believe Melody                                      Landon Bollinger 
Reader: The clouds begin to clear 
All:         The clouds begin to clear 
Reader: The horizon starts to glow 
All:         The horizon starts to glow 
Reader: The time has come 
All:         The time has come 

      Reader:  Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we have caught throughout this  
                      season of Advent and Christmas of your gifts of hope, love, joy, and peace.  
                      Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle—even when we aren’t sure  
                      of tomorrow, you have ignited the Light within us, 
      All:          and we have glowed with its brilliance from the inside out. 
      Reader:  Help us continue to proclaim far and wide that the time has come for light to  
                      be among all people. 

All:          Amen.  
All:          [Hum or sing softly]: I believe in the light, I believe in the light, that has  
         come, that has come, and is coming. 

                
Hymn                         Love Came Down at Christmas           UMH #242, all verses  

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign. 

 
Worship we the God-head, Love incarnate, Love divine; 
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign? 

 
Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; 
love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign. 

 
    Old Testament Reading                       Isaiah 61:10-62:3                    Kim Black 
    I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,  my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has   
    clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of   
    righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland and as a bride adorns 

 
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise  to 
spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a 
burning torch. 2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory;  and 
you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3 You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Illuminating the Darkness                This Little Light of Mine             Rev. Rachel Carosiello 
 
Offertory                                 As Lately We Watched                                   Rachel & Bill  

 
Looking for our giving options?  

You can give online by opening your camera app and scanning the QR code below  
or give as you leave in the offering plates at the back of the Sanctuary. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading                            Luke 2:22-40                    Kim Black 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30 for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s 
father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a prophet, 
Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 



 
 
Message   The Time Has Come                       Rev. Rachel Carosiello 

 
Litany of Belief & Pastoral Prayer                                                         Rev. Rachel Carosiello 

Leader: I believe that we have failed to see Christ AND    
All:        I believe that we can wake up and serve him by serving others. 
Leader: I believe that we have waited for someone else to step up AND 
All:        I believe that we can be the change we want to see. 
Leader: I believe that we have hidden the light for too long AND 
All:        I believe that the light can shine whenever we open ourselves to be Christ’s 
              presence in the world. 
Leader: We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
All:        We believe, that when we are discouraged, Christ will help us to offer more  
              hope, more love, more joy, more peace, and more light! 
Leader: Let us pray… 

 
Hymn            Go, Tell It on the Mountain                  UMH #251, all verses 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go, 
tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  

 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

behold throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. Refrain. 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. Refrain. 

 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain. 
 

Benediction                  Rev. Rachel Carosiello 
 

Postlude                            Jessica Bollinger 
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